
COVID-19 and Students with Disabilities 

 The COVID-19 pandemic is an unprecedented event in our nation’s history. Ohio’s 

COVID-19 school closures are equally unprecedented in education. In light of these extraordinary 

circumstances, Toledo Public Schools (TPS) is making a good faith effort to provide special 

education and related services to its students with disabilities. During the COVID-19 school 

closures, special education and related services will not be provided in the same manner they are 

provided typically.   

 The U.S. Department of Education (DOE) and the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 

recognize that federal and state law allows for flexibility in determining how to meet the individual 

needs of students with disabilities. Specific methodologies are not mandated. TPS offers Learning 

Packets to all students, including students with disabilities.  

Each student with a disability is contacted weekly by an Intervention Specialist (IS) and 

the IS offers assistance with Learning Packets and help to troubleshoot any challenges the student 

is facing. Related service personnel also contact students on a regular basis in an effort to provide 

support. Students who are medically fragile or whose IEPs include aide services or assistive 

technology needs will be contacted directly by the IS to determine how best to provide 

individualized services to the extent practicable. Any additional services needed will be 

determined by the IEP team or the 504 coordinator if feasible. 

 Students with disabilities have equal access to Learning Packets and TPS is working to 

provide its students with disabilities access to computers and the internet. TPS provides students 

with disabilities equal access to the curriculum or services provided to other students. 

 IEP meetings will not meet in person during school closure, but they may meet virtually to 

discuss specialized services. These meetings will be scheduled if feasible, but annual IEP meeting 

deadlines will take precedence in scheduling. IEP teams will not meet for the sole purpose of the 

COVID-19 school closure and the shift in the mode of student instruction. Similarly, ETR 

meetings may occur virtually if data is available and with parental consent. Signatures can be 

obtained through email, standard mail, scanned signature, photograph of a signature, or other 

electronic means. 

Evaluations and reevaluations that do not require face-to-face assessments or observations 

will take place virtually, within the mandated timelines, to the extent practicable. If feasible, 

assessments and data can be obtained virtually with parental consent and reevaluations may be 

conducted through a records review if there is sufficient data. If a reevaluation was scheduled prior 

to the school closure but was unable to be completed, TPS will continue to make a good faith effort 

to provide services.  

Deadlines will be met to the extent possible. If it is anticipated that deadlines might be 

missed, parents and educators should work together to reach mutually agreeable extensions of 

time. 



TPS staff has received instructions for utilizing online resources and tools for use during 

the COVID-19 school closures. Parents and students have access to the TPS help desk for 

assistance in using any electronic devices. 
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